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SUMMARY 
Big Idea: Right Thinking about Gifts Leads to Right Use of Gifts for the Good of the Body 
Last week, Paul taught us that renewing our minds in God’s mercies will lead us to loving, sacrificial 
worship. Paul can’t go very far in his thought about relating rightly to God without the 
corresponding thought of relating rightly to God’s church. Indeed, that latter reveals the former (1 
Jn 4:20).  So, what does it look like for God’s mercies to renew our minds in how we relate to one 
another in the church?  In 12:3-8 Paul answers, God’s mercies produce humble, unifying service, 
empowered by grace, using God’s gifts, and motivated to glorify Christ.    
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS  (A*) = A MORE APPLICATION-ORIENTED QUESTION) 
Intro:   

 What ministries do you currently serve in?  How long have you served there?  What led you to 
serve there? What about serving in that role challenges you, encourages you?  

o (A*) Multiply: What could it look like to invite others in to serve alongside you? 
 

Read Romans 12:3-8 
1. What seems to be Paul’s main point in these verses? How do you know?  
2. (A*) How should viewing God’s mercies rightly (12:1) impact how we view ourselves (v3-4)? 

a. How does the world seek to conform us to think differently about ourselves? 
i. How is this at odds with our cultures view of needing to have “high self-esteem”?  

3. (A*) How should humility inform our thinking about serving by using gifts God has given us?  
4. (A*) In using gifts, yourself or seen in others, when and/or how are you tempted to let pride 

conform your thoughts from gratitude, to jealousy or passivity? 
a. (A*) How do God’s mercies renew our thinking in this area? 

5. What contribution do verses 4-5 make to Paul’s argument about using gifts? 
6. Paul lists several gifts in verses 6-8. The list is not exhaustive, as you can see other lists in the 

NT (1 Cor 12:7-10, 28; Eph 4:11).   
a. What do you find encouraging about these gifts?  
b. What do you find challenging about these gifts?  
c. What role does the church play in helping you discern a gift?  

 
7. (A*) How do these verses influence how you think about yourself? 
8. (A*) How do these verses influence how you think about the church? 
9. (A*) How do these verses lead us to examine our hearts about the use of spiritual gifts? 
10. (A*) In light of these verses, what are you going to do, or do differently, this week?  
 


