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SUMMARY 
Big Idea: Prioritize Your Fellow Believer Over Your Freedom 
In this section of Romans, Paul is addressing 3rd-tier issues of division in the church and he writes to 
bring unity, fellowship, and peace between believers. If the emphasis last week was on what not to 
do, this week focuses more on what to do.   Keeping with the language of the “stronger” and 
“weaker”, Paul calls both parties to gospel-fueled love.  The stronger believer may be right, but 
must choose to never be a stumbling block to another believer, thereby voluntarily laying aside 
their liberty, to serve the spiritual benefit of others.  For both parties, the goal is the building up of 
one another, for the glory of God. Christians can arrive at different conclusions on open-handed 
issues and the gospel gives grounds to walk in genuine disagreement without compromising 
convictions or violating someone else’s conscience.  (The chart referenced in the sermon about the 
conscience is on page 2) 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS   
 

Read Romans 14:13-23 
 
Head & Heart  

1. What is Paul’s main point in these verses?  How do you know?  
2. What kinds of disputes does Paul NOT have in mind? (closed-handed, 1st or 2nd tier issues) 

a. What are these?  See the points of our Statement of Faith.  
b. Why is division on these actually necessary and good? (distinguish truth from error) 

3. What kinds of disputes does Paul have in mind? (open-handed, 3rd-tier) 
4. What does Paul give as guidance for navigating these variances of opinions? 

a. How does the gospel motivate this?  
 

Hands (Apply) 
5. Where in your relationships right now is God asking you to lay aside your liberty because of 

how it impacts someone else?  What makes this hard? 
6. Where are you tempted to label someone else’s genuine struggle as just their personal 

preference so that you do not have to adjust your behavior? 
7. In practice, what is more important to you: protecting your right to do something or 

protecting the peace and growth of others?  How would you test that claim?  How would you 
know what you actually prioritize?  

8. Are you experiencing any tension with another believer over matters of conscience?  In light 
of this passage, what is one step you could take toward them? 
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